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CoLselet. n.f [cor fe let) French.] A light armour for the 
forepart of the body. 

Some fhirts of maile, fome coats of plate put oil. 

Some don’d acuirace, fome a cor/let bright. Fairfax , b.i. 

They lafli, they foin, they pafs, they flrive to bore 
Their corjlets , and their thinneft parts explore. Drycl. Fab . 

But heroes, who o’ercome or die. 

Have their hearts hung extremely high ; 

The firings of which, in battle’s heat, 

Againft their very cars’ lets beat. Prior. 

CORTICAL, adj. [ cortex , bark, Lat.] Barky ; belonging to 
the outer part ; belonging to the rind ; outward. 

Their iafl extremities form a little gland, (all thefe little 
glands together make the cortical part of the brain) termi- 
nating in two little veflels. Cheyne s Phil. Prin. 

Co'rticated. adj. [from corticatus , Lat.] Refembling the 
bark of a tree. 

This animal is a kind of lizard, a quadruped corticated and 
depilous ; that is, without wool, fur, or hair. Brown. 

Co'rticose. adj. [from corticojus , Lat ] Full of bark. Didl. 
Corve'tto. n.f. The curvet See Curvet. 

You muft draw the horfe in his career with his manage, 
and turn, doing the corvetto and leaping. Peachamon Draiving . 
CORU 'SCANT, adj. [corufco, Latin.] Glittering by flafhes ; 
flafhing. 

Corusca'tion. 7i. f. [ corufcatio , Latin.] Flafhj quick vibra- 
tion of light. 

We fee that lightnings and cor uf cations, which are near at 
hand, yield ho found. Bacon s Natural IFifory , N°. 1 14. 

We may learn that fulphureous fleams abound in the bowels 
of the earth, and ferment with minerals, and fometimes take 
fire with a fudden cor uj cation and explofion. Newtons Opt* 
How heat and moiflure mingle in a mafs. 

Or belch in thunder, or in lightning blaze; 

Why nimble corufcations flrike the eye. 

And bold tornado’s bluffer in the fky. Garth’s Difpenfatory. 
Cor y'mbiated. adj . [ corymbus , Latin.] Garnifhed with 
branches of berries. Dili. 

Corymbi'ferous. adv [from corymbus and fero, Lat.] Bear- 
ing fruit or berries in bunches. 

Corymbifcrous plants are diflinguifhed into fuch as have a 
radiate flower, as the fun-flower ; and fuch as have a naked 
flower, as the hemp-agrimony, and mugwort : to which are 
added thofe a-kin hereunto, fuch as fcabious, teafel, thiflle, and 
the like Quincy. 

LORTMBUS. n.f. [Latin.] 

It in general fignifi.es the top of any thing ; but amongft 
the ancient botanifls it was ufed to exprefs the bunches or 
cluflers of berries of ivy, or the like : amongft modern bota- 
nifls it is ufed for a compounded difeous flower, whofe feeds 
are not pappous, or do not fly away in down ; fuch are the 
flowers of daifies, and common marygold 5 and therefore Mr. 
Ray makes one genus of plants to be fuch as have a compound 
difeous flower, without any downy wings to carry off their 

feeds. „ . 

Cosci'nomancy. n.f [from a fieve, and ,«««■««, divi- 

” nation. I The art of divination by means of a fieve. A very 
ancient practice mentioned by T heocritus, and flill ufed in 
fome parts of England, to find out perfons unknown. Chambers. 
Cos e'c ant. n.f [In geometry.] The fecant of an arch, 
which is the complement of another to ninety degrees. Flams. 

Co'shering. n. f [Infh.] . , 

Cojherings were vifitations and progreffes made by the lord 
and his followers among his tenants ; wherein he did eat them 
fas the Englifh proverb is) out of houfe and home. Davies. 
Cg'sier. n.f. [from confer , old Fr. to few.] A botcher. Hanmer . 
Do you make an alehoufe of my lady’s houfe, that ye 
fqueak out your cofier catches, without any mitigation or re- 
morfe of voice ? Shakefpcare s 1 wefth Night. 

Cosine, n.f. [In geometry.] The right fine ot an arch, 
which is the complement of another to ninety degrees. Flams. 
Cos me 'tick. adj. [iwfffMjTt *L] Having the power of im- 

" proving beauty ; beautifying. 

No better coimeticks than a fevere temperance and purity, 
modefly and humility, a gracious temper and calmnefs of 
fnirit' no true beauty without the fignatures of thefe gi aces 

in the* very countenance. . Ra d on the Creatlon ' 

Firft, rob’d in white, the nymph intent adores. 

With head uncover’d, the cojmetick pow’rs. 1 ope. 

CO'SMICAL. adj. [*6^.] 

I. Relating to the world. 

2 Rifing or fetting with the fun ; not acronychal. 

The cofmical afeenfion of a flar we term that, when it arifeth 
together with the fun, or in the fame degree of the ecliptick 
wherein the fun abideth. Brown s Vulgar Emurs, b. w. c. 13. 
Co'smicai.ly. adv. [from cofmical .] With the fun ; not 

aC From the rifing of this flar, not cofmically , that is, with the 
fun, but Heliacally, that is, its emeriion from the rays of t ic 

fun, the ancients computed their canicular days. 

Cosmogony, n.f and The rile or birth of 

|he world , the creation. 


COS 

Cosmo'grapheR. n.f an dyfpu.] One who writes 

a defeription of the world ; diflin<St from geographer, who 
deferibes the fituation of particular countries. 

Thus the antient cofmogr aphers do place the divifiori of the 
Eaft and Weftern hemifpheie ; that is, the firfl term of lonai- 
tude in the Canary or Fortunate Iflands, conceiving thefe pz 5 ts 
the extremeft habitations weftward. Brown s Vulgar Errours 
Cosmogra'phical. adj. [from cofmogr aphy ] Relating to the 
general defeription of the world. 

Cosmogr a'phically. adv. [from cofmogr aphical . ] In a manner 
relating to the fcience by which the ftrudlure of the world is 
difeovered and deferibed. 

"I his it doth more plainly upon the terrella, or fpherical 
magnet, cofmographically fet out with circles of the globe. 

Brown’s Vulgar Errours , b. ii. c . 2. 
COSMO'GRAPPIY. n. f. [Uc-fx.©- and yfxtpa . ] The fcience of 
the general fyftem or affedlions of the world, diftincl from 
geography, which delivers the fituation and boundaries of 
particular countries. 

Here it might fee the world without travel ; it being a lefler 
fcheme of the creation, nature contracted, a little cofmogra - 
phy , or map of the univerfe. South’s Sermons. 

Cosmopolitan. \n.f. [y.ocrp<& and nod'.T r,c.] A citizen of the 
CosmopoLite. > world ; one who is at home in every place. 
Co'sset. n.f. A lamb brought up without the dam. 

If thou wilt bewail my woful teen, 

I fhall thee give yond’ cojjet for thy pain. Spenfer’s Pajl . 

COST. n. f [ kojl , Dutch. As this word is found in the re- 
moteft.Teutonick dialeCts, even in the iflandick, it is not pto- 
bably derived to us from the Latin cotijlo ; though it is not un- 
likely that the French confer comes from the Latin.] 

1. The price of any thing. 

2. Sumptuoufnefs ; luxury. 

The city woman bears 

The cof of princes on unworthy fhoulders. Shakefpeart, 
Let foreign princes vainly boaft 
The rude effects of pride and cof 
Of vafter fabricks, to which they 

Contribute nothing but the pay. Waller. 

3. Charge; expence. 

While he found his daughter maintained without his cof, 
he was content to be deaf to any noife of infamy. Sidney , b. ii, 
I fhall never hold that man my friend, 

Whofe tongue fhall afk me for one penny cof) 

To ranfom home revolted Mortimer. Shakefp. Henry IV; 
Have we eaten at all of the king’s cof P or hath he given us 
any gift ? 2 Sa. xix. 42, 

And wilt thou, O cruel boaft ! 

Put poor nature to fuch cof P 
O ! ’twill undo our common mother. 

To be at charge of fuch another. CrajhavJ. 

It is ftrange to fee any ecclefiaflical pile, not by ecclefiafli- 
cal cof and influence, rifing above ground ; efpecially in an 
age in which men’s mouths are open againft the church, but 
their hands fhut towards it. South’s Sermons. 

He whofe tale is beft, and pleafes moft. 

Should win his fupper at our common cof. Dryden s Fables. 
Fourteen thoufand pounds are paid by IV ood for the pur- 
chafe of his patent: what were his other vifible cofs 1 know 
not; what his latent, is varioufly conjectured. Swift. 

4. Lofs; fine; detriment. 

What they had fondly wifhed, proved afterwards to their 
cofs over true. Knolles’ s Flifory of the Funks. 

To Cost. v.n. pret. cof ; particip.cof. [coufer, French.] lo 
be bought for ; to be had at a price. 

The dagger and poifon are always in readinefs ; hut to bring 
the action to extremity, and then recover all, will require the 
art of a writer, and cof him many a pang. Dryden . 

Co'stal. adj . [cof a) Lat. a rib.] Belonging to the ribs. 

Hereby are excluded all cetaceous and cartilaginous nines, 
many pedlinal, whofe ribs are rectilineal ; and many cojlal, 
which have their ribs embowed. Browns Vulgar Fir. 

Co'stard. n.f. [from cofer , a head.] 

1. A head. _ , 

Take him over the cofard with the belt of tny lworci. 

1 Shakefpcare’ s Richard ill. 

2. An apple round and bulky like the head. # 

Many country vicars are driven to fhifts; and, if oui gree y 

patrons hold us to fuch conditions, they will make us turn 
cofard mongers, grafiers, or fell ale. Burton on Melanuoy. 
CO'Sl IVE. adj. [confipatuS) Lat. corf ip}) French.] 

1. Bound in the body ; having the excretions obftrudted. 

When the paflage of the gall becomes obftrucSled, the body 

grows cofive) and the excrements of the belly white. row 
While falter than his cofive brains indites, 

Philo’s quick hand in flowing letters writes ; 

His cafe appears to me like honeftl cague s. 

When he was run away with by his legs. 1 nDt ’ 

2. Clofe ; unpermeable. ‘ , r n „ n .i 

Clay in dry feafons is cofive , hardening with the u 

Wind, ’till unlocked by induftry, fo as to admit of the air ana 

heavenly influences. * ' Manners Huflmdry 
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Co'stiveness. n.f [from cofive.] Hie flate of the body in 

which excretion is obftrucSled. » 

Coftivenefs difperfes malign putrid fumes out of the guts and 
mefentery into all parts of the body, occafiomng head-aches, 
fevers, lofs of appetite, and difturbancc of concodhon. Harvey. 

Co nveners has ill effects, and is hard to be dealt with by 
phyfick ; purging medicines rather increafing than removing 
the evil " Loch on Education, fet 7.23. 

Co'stiiness. n.f. [from cojllyf Sumptuouihefs ; expenftve- 

Though not with curious cofhnefs , yet with cleanly fuffi- 
cienev it entertained me. Sidney, b. i. 

Nor have the frugafler fons of fortune any reafon to object 
the ccflinefs ; fince they frequently pay dearer for lefs advan- 
tageous plcafures. Glanville s Scepf Preface. 

Co'stly. adj. [from cof.] Sumptuous; expenfive; of a high 
price. 

Cofly thy habit as thy purfe can buy, 

But not expreft in fancy ; rich, not gaudy ; 

For the apparel oft proclaims the man. Shakefp. ha?nlet. 

Leave for a while thy c ofly country-feat; 

And to be great indeed, forget 

The naufeous pleafures of the great. Dryden. 

The chapel of St. Laurence will be perhaps the moft cofly 
piece of work on the face of the earth, when completed. 

Addifon’s Remarks on Italy. 

He is here fpeaking of £aradife, which he reprefents as a 
moft charming and delightful place; abounding with things 
not only ufeful and convenient, but even the moft rare and 
valuable, the moft cofly and defireable. Woodw. Nat. Hifory. 

Co'stmary. n. f. [cof US) Latin.] An herb whofe flowers are 
naked, and of a yellow colour, growing in umbels on the top 
of the ftalks : the leaves are intire, and crenated about the 

Miller. 


They were right glad to take fome corner of a poor cittage, 
and there to ferve God upon their knees. Hosier , b. iv. J ■ 2- 
The felf-fame fun that fhines upon his court, 


Hides not his vifage from our cottage, but 
t ollL'p. Shakefpcare s Winter s Dale. 


Looks on both alike. Shakefpcare s Winter s 1 aie. 

Let the women of noble birth and great fortunes nuric 
their children, look to the affairs of the houfe, vi fit poor cot- 
tages, and relieve their neceffities. Taylor s Holy Living. 

It is difficult for a peafant, bred up in the obfcunties of a 

cottage , to fancy in his mind the unfeen fplendors of a court. * 
“ South s Sermons. 


Pope’s Odyjfey. 


Swift . 


edges. 


Co'strel. n.f [ fuppofed to be derived from cofer.] A 
bottle. Skinner. 



At the end cf the names of places, come gene- 
rally from the Saxon cor, a cottage. 

Gibfon’s Camden. 

n.f. [cor, Sax. cwt, Welfti.] A fmall houfe; a cot- 
tage; a hut; a mean habitation. 

What that ufage meant. 

Which in her cot ffie daily pradlifed. Fairy Epueeii, b. ii. c. 6. 

Befides his cot, his flocks, and bounds of feed. 

Are now on fale ; and at our fheep cot now. 

By reafon of his abfence, there is nothing 
That you will feed on. Shakefpcare’ s As you like it. 

Hezekiah made himfelf flails for all manner of beafts, and 
cots for flocks. 2 Chron. xxxii. 28. 

My feeble goats. 

With pains I drive from their forfaken cotes. Dryden’ s Virgil. 

A ftately temple {hoots within thefkies : 

The crotchets of their cot in columns rife ; 

The pavement, polifh’d marble they behold ; 

The gates with fculpture grac’d, the fpires and tiles of gold. 

• Dryden’ s Baucis and Philemon. 
As Jove vouchfaf’d on Ida’s top. ’tis faid, 

At poor Philemon’s cot to take a bed. Fenton. 

Cot. n.f. An abridgment of cotqitean. 

CotALgent. n.f [In geometry.] The tangent of an arch 
which is the complement of another to ninety degrees. Harris. 

To Cote. v. a. This word, which I have found only in 
Chapman, feems to fignify the fame as To leave behind. To 
over paj's. 

W ords her worth had prov’d with deeds, 

Had more ground been allow’d the race, and coted far his 
Heeds. Chapman’s Iliads. 

CoteLiporary. adj. [fen and tempus, Latin.] Living at the 
lame time ; coetaneous ; contemporary. 

V\ hat wouid not, to a rational man, cotemporary with the 
j’rft toucher, have appeared probaSle, is now ufed as certain, 
becaufe feveral have fince, from him, faid it one after 

. u / 10ther - Locke. 

Co'tland. n.f [cot and land.] Land appendant to a cot- 


tage. 


Fo rqjlJE an. n. f [probably from coquin , French.] A 
who bulies himfelf with women’s affairs. 

Look to the Fak’d meats, good Angelica ; 

Spare not for coft. 


g° 


~ — Go, go, you cotqucan 

Get you. to bed. . Shakefp card s Romeo and Juliet. 

A irate fvvoman is as ridiculous a creature as a cot quean : 
each of the fexes fhould keep within its particular bounds. 

Addifon’s Freeholder, N°. 38. 


you have never touched upon one of the quite different 
and wlao goes by the name of cot quean. Add. Spelt 

t ’£nb£6£r« i A . 
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F ou have given us a lively piclure of hufbands hen-peck’d • 
but .11 ^ . * 5 


Beneath our humble 'cottage let us hafte, 

And here, unenvied, rural dainties tafte. 

CoLtager. n.f [from cottage ] 

1. One who lives in a hut or cottage. 

Let us from our farms, 

Call forth our cottagers to arms. j 

The moft ignorant Irifh cottager will not fell his cow for a 
crroat ^ ^ Swift’s Addrefs to Parliament . 

2. *A cottager, in law, is one that lives on the common, with- 
out paying rent, and without any land of his own. 

The hufbandmen and plowmen be but as their work-folks 
and labourers, or elfe mere cottagers , which are but houfed 
beorars Bacon s Henry T 1 1 . 

i he yeomenry, or middle people, of a condition between 
gentlemen and cottagers. Bacon s Henry VII. 

CVttier. n.J. [from cot.] Gne who inhabits a cot. Diet. 

COTTON, n. f [named, according to Skinner, from the down 
that adheres to the mala cotonea , or quince, called by the Italians 
cotogni ; whence cottone, Ital. cotton, french.] L he down of 
the cotton-tree. 

The pin ought to be as thick as a rowling-pin, and covered 
with cotton, that its hardnefs may not be offenfive. JVifman, 

Co'tton. n.f A plant. 

The flower confifts of one leaf, cut into feveral fegments 
almoft to the bottom, and is of the expanded bell fhape: from 
the center rifes a pyramidal hollow tube, adorned and loaded 
with chives : from the empalement flhoots up the pointal, fixed 
like a nail in the bottom of the flower and of the tube, 
which is changed into a roundifh fruit, divided into four or 
more feminal cells, gaping at the top, and jnclofing feeds, co- 
vered over and wrapped within that foft dudlile wool, com- 
monly known by the name of cotton. The fpecies are, 
1. Hot or fhrulLy cotton. 2. The moft excellent American 
cotton, with a - grarefh feed. 3. Annual flhrubby cctton, of 
the ifland of ’Providence, with a large quinquefid vine leaf. 
4. The tree cotton . 5. Tree cotter. With a yellow- flower. The 
firft fort is cultivated plentifully in Candia, Lemnos, Cyprus, 
Malta, Siciiy, and at Naples ; as alfo between Jerufek.n and 
Damafcus, from whence the cotton is brought annually into 
thefe northern parts of Europe. It is lown upon tilled 
grounds in the fpring of the year, and cut down and reaped 
in harveft, as corn with us. This cotton is the wool which 
inclofes or wraps up the feeds, and is contained in a kind of 
brown hufle or fecd-vdlel growing upon this- fhrub. It is 
from this fort that the vail quantities of cotton are taken, 
which furnifh our parts of the world. It is brought from the 
iflands, where the natives take great care of^its culture. 
There are feveral forts of cotton fold, which differ according 
to the countries from whence they come, and the various pre- 
parations made of them. The firft is the cotton in the wool ; 
that is, that which comes from the fhell, from which onlv 
we take the feed : thofe come from Cyprus, Smyrna, Sec. 
The fecond is the cotton in the yarn : the fecond and third 
forts are alfo annual : thefe are cultivated in the Weft Indies 
in great plenty. But the fourth and fifth forts grow in Egypt : 
theie abide many years, and often arrive to be trees of "great 
magnitude, from which the inhabitants are annually furnifhed 
with great quantities of cotton. One of thefe trees has a pur- 
phfh and the other a yellow flower, which is the only diffe- 
rence between them. Miller . 

CoTton. n.f Cloath or fluff made of cotton. 

To Co' TTON. v. n. 

1. To rife v/ith a nap. 

2. 7 o cement; to unite with : a cant word. 

A quarrel between you will end in one of you being turned 
off, in which cafe it will not be ealy to cotton with another. 

nr phttpu r ; S ™ft s directions to the Cook . 

10 COUCH, v.n. [ coucher , French.] 

l« I o He down on a place of repofe. 

If I court more women, you’ll couch with more men. Shak. 

^ Doth not the gentleman 

Deferve as full, as fortunate a bed, 

As ever Beatrice fnail couch upon. &habr%,n- , 

When love’s fair goddefs ' ' P 

„ A°g h 'j with he [ hu(band ^ his golden bed. Dryden' o JEn 

2. 1 o lie down on the knees, as a beaft to reft 

Trees bent their heads to hear him ling his wrones 

Fierce tygers couch'd around, and loll’d their fawning 
tongues. Drydm . s Virg Qeor y iy L ’• 

I hde when death 

^ ** Comes 
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